Sir Richard Branson

Sahara Quli:  You were talking about funding central overheads when you talked to us and that Virgin Unite looked at funding central overheads of non profit organisations and that really does resonate with yes we really want to help this charitable organisation.  

Sir Richard Branson:  I think there are corporates who genuinely want to help and there are corporates who just want the image of helping.  And I think it’s up to charities to try to convert those corporates that are just doing it for images sake into doing it for real.  Whether it’s embarrassing them somewhat, I don’t think they have to public about it, but I think they just need to get them to realise that if they play their part in the real world apart from just being a money making machine, that if they really make a difference to peoples lives their own staff will feel proud of working for them, they’ll work that much harder as a result and they will be doing what is basically right.  So I’m sure that a good charity worker can tell which corporates are for real and which are not and if they’re not for real at least you’ve got them hooked, you have to lure in the fish and make sure that they really do deliver for you.  

Sahara Quli: How do you assess the impact of a non profit organisation, what resonates with you and how do you assess the impact of the work we do?

Sir Richard Branson: I think that we treat non profits very similarly to treating any one of our businesses, so because there is a limited amount of money to go round we want to make sure that that money is well spent and not wasted.  And that in a sense that we get a really good return on that money.  So in a sense turning the tables on the non profits we want them to deliver in the same way that we would expect any of our companies to deliver and if they’ve got a sum of money from Virgin, we want to make sure that if it’s say a Fistula campaign that the maximum amount of young girls get operated on, that the maximum amount of doctors are trained to do Fistula operations and then perform them.  We don’t want it to go down some pot, somewhere in Nigeria and find that no operations have taken place, no doctors have been trained and that our money has been wasted.  

Sahara Quli:  Sir Richard Branson thank you so much for your time, the sector is going to better off for hearing your insights.

Sir Richard Branson: Thanks so much.     
