Christine Carlin, Deputy Director of the Third Sector Division in the Scottish Government

I’m Christine Carlin, Deputy Director of the Third Sector Division in the Scottish Government and I’m here today at the ACOSVO conference. 

 I was really pleased to take part in today’s conference.  The Scottish Government recognises the vital role that the Third Sector plays in contributing to Scotland’s economy and in delivering key services to the people of Scotland; often those in the most vulnerable groups.  

The theme for today’s conference is about resilient leadership and we talked about the ways in which we can work together differently in order to make real change happen.  It is particularly important in today’s economic climate, that resilient inspirational leaders are the key to developing better outcomes for people.  

The Scottish Government is determined to ensure that the Third Sector is encouraged, valued and given opportunities to deliver services designed to improve the lives of the people in Scotland and I touched on a number of actions being taken forward by the Scottish Government to support the Third Sector leadership and resilience.  This includes:- 

· The recognition of the third sector in recent round table discussions involving Ministers, the Third Sector, and local authority representative bodies on how the sector could best be supported.  

· The Resilience Fund launched in October to support third sector organisations which have been affected by the recession.  

I highlighted the joint statement which sets out the relationship at local level between Government and the Third Sector.  That statement importantly sets out the  principles underpinning the relationship and this links to the work being done to bring the Third Sector as an equal partner to the community planning partnership table.  

Finally we recognise the important challenges we all face across all the sectors and the need for us to work together across boundaries; maximising the benefits of available resources and finding new, better and innovative ways of working together for the benefit of the people of Scotland.  

Thank you.

